The use of regional, low dose streptokinase in recently thrombosed arterial grafts.
Between August 1983 and January 1985, 20 patients aged 33-77 years, with occluded lower limb bypass grafts, were on 23 occasions treated with streptokinase via intra-arterial infusion. Streptokinase (5000 units/h) was effective in clearing occluded grafts in 15 patients on 16 occasions. The median duration of occlusion in these patients was 5 days and the median duration of streptokinase infusions was 24 h. Completion angiography following streptokinase thrombolysis revealed five graft stenoses and 12 outflow stenoses or occlusions. In two grafts no cause for graft failure could be identified. These results permitted the surgeon to make an accurate pre-operative assessment of the definitive therapy required to ensure graft patency.